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in Alamos. with their courtyards
and outdoor spaces. It led us in a
different direction. For inspiration,
we took pictures of the porticos
and all the bougainvillea and vege-
tation that decorated them.”

Then  this  one-thing-led-to-
another  garden and “outdoor
room” was further inspired by a trip
to Phoenix. “We stayed at the Royal
Palms there. It's like an Italian villa
with its colored plastered walls and
courtyards, We took hundreds of
pictures of the colors, the lighting
and the lavout of the rooms. Most
of the ideas I have adapted into the
pavilion,” Mary Ann says.

The “room” finally took form
with  the help of architect
Alexandra Hayes. “I told her I
wanted a table big enough for the whole family to sit together. I wanted a
big fireplace that we could sit around. And T knew I wanted a pizza oven,
sowe went from there.”

The result is a long Great Room with all the comforts of the indoors re-
created: a full-scale kitchen, dining area and living room with a fireplace.
Punctuated by open doorways and windows, the design takes advantage
of the views of interior courtyards and the valley below. With the glowing
golden plastered walls and expansive concrete interior floors that flow out
to the courtyard, the pavilion is a welcoming environment.

Enlivening this scene are all the people who gather there on nearly a
daily basis to cook. They include: daughter Kristi, her husband John Lai
and their children Emily, Matthew and Olivia; daughter Vicki Hazen and
husband Brandt; daughter Julie; and eldest daughter Denise McDonald
and husband Phil who visit frequently from Minnesota with their five chil-
dren. “All the girls are really fabulous cooks,” says Mary Ann. “And actual-
ly John, Brandt and Ron are outstanding, too. We love to cook and do
projects together in the pavilion, and use it to celebrate holidays like
Easter and Thanksgiving. It was the location for Vicki's wedding, with
over two hundred guests. But it's not just for special occasions. We spend
almost every day throughout the year in this ‘room.’ We are so drawn to
be out in the open air,”

SOURCES

Architect: Alexandra Hayes, AIA

Chandeliers: Aqui Esta

Plants: Plants of Distinction

Dining Table: Belli Design Group, John Belli

[ron Work: Myrmo & Son

Kitchen Design and Carpentry, Counter Tile Work and
Wooden Shutter: Kutiga Arts, Joel Grushkin

Painter for Wooden Shutter: Victoria Hazen

Painter for Outside of House: Sage Brush, Sage Cavanaugh
Iron Chairs and Bar Stools: Mexico

Pizza Oven: Earthstone Ovens, Los Angeles, CA

Viking Grill and U Line Refrigerators: Starlight Co., Phoenix
Dishes and Serving Pieces: Mexico and Ringseal Pottery,
Margaret Janello, Tucson [rim]
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